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Fact Sheet 

Questions and Answers on Iraqis in Need of Resettlement



1.  What is the current situation of Iraqis in Iraq?

Overall, the situation in Iraq can be characterized as one of generalized violence and one in which massive violations of human rights are prevalent. As a result, so far an estimated 4.7 million Iraqis have been uprooted. About 2 million Iraqis are in Syria and Jordan alone, and another 2 million are displaced internally. The current exodus has been called the largest population movement in the Middle East since 1948. 
2.  What is UNHCR’s policy to resettle Iraqi refugees in the U.S.?

UNHCR has a global resettlement program and has resettled Iraqi refugees to the U.S. and other countries for more than two decades. Over the past two years, UNHCR has reached agreements with resettlement countries to increase the number of Iraqi refugees submitted for resettlement. Between February 2007 and January 2009, UNHCR has submitted over 56,000 resettlement applications to 14 different resettlement countries. About 43,000 of these resettlement cases have been submitted to the United States. Resettlement countries have been conducting interviews and UNHCR anticipates the number of Iraqi refugees arriving in the U.S. to increase significantly in the upcoming months.

UNHCR will continue to identify and submit Iraqis in need of resettlement. It is important to note, however, that up to 2 million Iraqis are now living in neighboring countries, and thus any resettlement program covers only a small fraction of the overall population.
3.  What is the resettlement process for refugees who worked for the U.S. Government or a company affiliated with the U.S Government in Iraq? 

The Department of State has published information about the U.S. Program for Iraqi Resettlement, which also provides information for Iraqis who have worked for the United States Government in Iraq.  Please consult the following website address: http://www.state.gov/g/prm/c25771.htm. 
4. Can a relative living in the U.S. petition to bring their Iraqi family members to the U.S.?
If relatives are eligible to file a U.S. immigrant visa petition on behalf of their Iraqi family members, then they should do so.  To determine eligibility, please go to http://travel.state.gov/visa/immigrants/types/types_1310.html. A pending application for immigration does not preclude consideration of an individual for refugee admission.  

Persons who came to the United States as a refugee or were granted asylum in the United States and have an Iraqi spouse, minor child or parent, may be eligible for family reunion under the United States Resettlement Program.  Family members must be refugees residing outside of their country of origin.  The relative must file an “Affidavit of Relationship” (AOR) which is a document used by the U.S resettlement program (administered by the U.S. Department of State) for persons applying for family reunification.  AORs must be filed through a resettlement agency.  Iraqi’s who entered the U.S. as asylees or refugees may also be eligible to file for family members by filing a Visa 92/93 petition. Please do not send Affidavits of Relationship or Visa 92/93 petitions to UNHCR.  
Each of the national resettlement agencies have affiliate offices located throughout the United States and are available to advise Iraqis on their eligibility for family reunion. If you have questions about your individual case involving a family reunion petition, please contact one of the national resettlement agencies listed on www.unhcrwashington.org.  

8.  Can friends or more distant relatives such as siblings, grandparents, and cousins be sponsored to come to the U.S.?

Currently, one cannot petition for friends, adult children or extended family to come to the U.S. through the resettlement program. A person in the U.S. may be able to file papers to indicate an interest in such cases. An interest form indicates that a particular person is interested in assisting with resettlement if the refugee is otherwise identified for resettlement and approved by the U.S. Government. Filing an interest form does not make an individual eligible for resettlement. Contact a resettlement agency for more information on filing an interest form. Please see www.unhcrwashington.org for the list.
9. Can UNHCR assist someone to renew his/her visa (in Syria and Jordan) as he/she fears to be returned to Iraq?

UNHCR continues to work with host countries to ensure that Iraqi refugees are not forcibly returned to Iraq. However, UNHCR cannot assist individuals with the renewal of their visa or passport. If an Iraqi is unable to return to Iraq, and is in need of protection, he/she should contact the UNHCR office in the country he/she resides.

10.  Can UNHCR assist someone to leave Iraq and enter another country? 

Although UNHCR has a presence in Iraq to assist internally displaced persons (IDPs), our refugee mandate does not permit us to help persons leave their country, thus we cannot assist Iraqis to leave Iraq.   Similarly, we cannot assist refugees to emigrate or resettle directly from Iraq to other countries.  UNHCR continues to work with countries in the region to ensure persons can seek and obtain protection.  If an individual does leave Iraq and requires protection, he/she would need to contact the UNHCR office in the country of first asylum.
11.  How long does resettlement processing take? 

Iraqis eligible for resettlement consideration by the U.S. will be given access to an interview with an official of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Citizenship and Immigration Service (DHS/USCIS). A referral does not guarantee approval for admission to the United States. Please note that UNHCR has no decision making role or authority in the resettlement process after the referral is made to the U.S.  Application processing times vary depending on U.S. Government interview schedules and other out processing requirements such as medical exams, security clearances and travel arrangements. From the time UNHCR submits a case to the U.S., a refugee can expect to wait a minimum of 8 to 12 months before resettlement.
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	Church World Service (CWS)

475 Riverside Drive

New York, NY  10115-0050

Phone:
212-870-3300
Fax:
212-870-2132
Email:
info@churchworldservice.org
Main webpage:


http://www.churchworldservice.org/site/PageServer?pagename=action_what_assist_main  
Find local offices:

www.churchworldservice.org/site/PageServer?pagename=action_what_assist_contact_network 
	International Rescue Committee (IRC)

122 East 42nd Street

New York, NY  10168

Phone:
212-551-3000

Fax:
212-551-3180
Email:
info@theirc.org
Main webpage:


www.theirc.org/what/resettlement_in_the_united_states.html 
Find local offices:   http://www.theirc.org/where/

	Episcopal Migration Ministries (EMM)

815 Second Avenue

New York, NY  10017

Phone:
212-716-6251
Fax:
212-972-0860

Email:
emm@episcopalchurch.org
Main webpage:      www.episcopalchurch.org/emm
Find local offices:  Click on Affiliate Network link on main webpage: www.episcopalchurch.org/3687_32079_ENG_HTM.htm?menu=menu32086 
	Iowa Bureau for Refugee Services

1200 University Avenue, Suite D

Des Moines, IA  50314

Phone:
515-283-7926

Fax:
515-283-9160

Email:
refugee@dhs.state.ia.us
Main webpage: 

     www.dhs.state.ia.us/refugee/resettlement/default.asp
Find local offices:
Not applicable



	Ethiopian Community Development Council, Inc. (ECDC)

901 S. Highland Street

Arlington, VA  22204

Phone:
703-685-0510

Fax:
703-685-0529

Email:
info@ecdcinternational.org
Main webpage:     www.ecdcinternational.org
Find local offices: www.ecdcinternational.org/whoweare/offices.asp
	Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services (LIRS)

700 Light Street

Baltimore, MD  21230

Phone:
410-230-2700

Fax:
410-230-2890

Email:
lirs@lirs.org
Main webpage:      www.lirs.org/
Find local offices: www.lirs.org/What/partners/index.htm

	Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS)

333 Seventh Avenue, 17th Floor

New York, NY  10001-5004

Phone:
212-967-4100

Fax:
212-967-4483

Email:
info@hias.org
Main webpage:      www.hias.org
Find local offices:   call HIAS headquarters in NY


	United States Conference of Catholic Bishops / Migration and Refugee Services (USCCB/MRS)

3211 4th Street, NE

Washington, DC  20017-1194

Phone:
202-541-3170

Fax:
202-722-8750

Email:
mrsrp@usccb.org
Main webpage:    www.usccb.org/mrs/
Find local offices: Click on Services and Programs, then Refugee Resettlement, then Contact Diocesan Offices.

	US Committee for Refugees and Immigrants (USCRI)
1717 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Suite 200

Washington, DC  20036

Phone:
202-797-2105

Fax:
202-347-3418

Email:
irsa@irsa-uscr.org
Main webpage:         www.refugeesusa.org
Find local offices:    www.refugeesusa.org/article.aspx?id=1113 

	World Relief (WR)

7 East Baltimore Street

Baltimore, MD  21203

Phone:
443-451-1900

Fax:
410-347-0014
Email:
worldrelief@wr.org
Main webpage:      www.wr.org
Find local offices:

Click on Where We Work link on main webpage www.wr.org
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